
 

 

MANIFESTO FOR A MORE COMMITTED EUROPE  
TOWARDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF GNSS APPLICATIONS 

2009 and 2010 are very important years for EU 
GNSS programmes with the official launch of 
the EGNOS Open service on 1st October 2009, 
the award of several contracts as regards 
Galileo’s infrastructure, such as the production 
of 14 satellites of the constellation, and the first 
2 IOV satellites to be launched by end 2010. 

Many new applications related to positioning, 
navigation and timing may now effectively 
emerge and use this infrastructure: All transport 
modes, precision agriculture, environment 
protection, assistance to people on the move, 
to disabled and elderly citizens, synchronisation 
of complex networks are some examples of the 
very wide domain of applications concerned. 
The GNSS global market of products and 
services which was worth €124 bn in 2008  
is expected to double by 20301.  

Nonetheless, Europe’s GNSS market share is 
currently rather low (20%) compared to its 
usual share in other high-technology sectors 
(33%)1. There is thus an imminent risk that 
Europe’s industry misses a huge opportunity  
to develop, unless a substantial public funded 
support program to foster innovation, 
development and new business opportunities  
is in place. Being the owner of the Galileo and 
EGNOS assets, the European Union has  
a great responsibility in facilitating the utilisation 
of this opportunity to the best for Europe  
and Europe’s citizens.  

Research is proven to be the most favourable 
way to stimulate innovation and to develop 
cutting-edge applications and user segment.  
It is the key to success for European industry in 
a competitive world. In some countries like  
the US, China, and Russia, public funding 
support is driven largely by military and 
strategic aspects. US public funded programs 
are estimated to reach between 200 M€ and 
500 M€ per year1. In Europe though, EU GNSS 
programmes are driven by civilian purposes 
only and effectively the EU budget now is of 
around 15 M€ a year for two years. After that, 
there is no allocated funding at all. 

                                                 
1 EC estimates 

Such a tiny EU research budget will have huge 
consequences for EU industry in the short term. 
Neither will it allow for sufficient support of the 
SMEs which have been recognized as one of 
the main forces of innovation. Foreign 
industries benefiting from ample public funding, 
a strong R&D advantage and established 
market positions will overtake EU’s market. 
Moreover, EU’s effort to gain its independence 
as regards GNSS, by building its own 
infrastructure, will be pointless if it is dependent 
on foreign applications, receivers and devices. 

The present context of the economic crisis also 
gives a strong incentive not to lose  
this opportunity to develop new industrial 
activities in Europe. Galileo applications have 
the potential of creating some tens of 
thousands of new jobs in Europe in the ten 
coming years. 

The EU and its Member States are therefore 
urged to consider increasing dramatically 
GNSS applications research funding to give 
European industry, SMEs, and all the 
stakeholders, a chance to increase their level of 
uptake in the GNSS global market  
and to ensure EU’s independence in a sector 
on which more than 6% of the whole EU GDP 
relies.  

Until 2013, and in addition to the national efforts 
of the Member States of the Union, EU’s GNSS 
applications and user segment R&D funding 
should be raised to at least 100 M€ a year from 
2010 on. Further, the level of EU’s R&D funding 
through FP8 should increase to match the US 
public R&D investment in order to provide the 
European GNSS downstream industry with the 
means to be and to remain competitive. 

The signatories of this manifesto urge the 
European Commission, the European Council 
and the Member States of the European Union 
to take action and achieve this aim already from 
2010 on. They urge the European Parliament  
to bring support to this initiative. 
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THIS MANIFESTO IS SUPPORTED BY 
 

 

Mr G. UELAND President of Galileo Services 

 

 on behalf of the Association Members:  

 

 

 

Mr P. CAMPAGNE  
 
 
 

OREGIN Coordinator  
 
on behalf the OREGIN Network representing 
almost 160 GNSS downstream organisations  
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Dr. H. BLOMENHOFER ASD-Eurospace WG Navigation, Chairman 

Dr K. DIONELIS 

ASECAP (ASsociation Européenne des  

Concessionnaires d’Autoroutes  

et d’ouvrages à Péage), Secrétaire Général  

Dr. K. ENßLIN EuroTeleServ President 
 

Mr. C. NICODEME ERF (European Union Road Federation) 
Director General 

 

Mr A. BENETEAU NEREUS President 

 

Mr. J.L. GARCIA ACORDE Technologies S.A., President  

Mr. J.M. GAUBERT ATMOSPHERE, Manager 

Dr. Ir. C. LIPPENS Belgium Institute of Space Agronomy, Brussels 

Drs S. KOLMAN Bliin B.V.,  Co-Founder 
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Mrs. F. GHIRON Capital High Tech, Director 

Mr. R. PROUD ComSine Limited, Managing Director 

Mr. J. DE DALMAU CTAE, Director 

Ing. K. BALWAR Czech Ministry of Defence 

Mr. M. SVITEK Czech Technical University in Prague, Dean of Faculty of Transportation 
Sciences 

Mr. P. BUIST Delft University of Technology, GNSS Researcher 

Mr. P. BRANCO DigiUtopikA Lda, CEO 

Mr. R. PIONTEK ECORYS, Managing Director 

Prof. P.A. FARINE EPFL, Neuchâtel, Full Professor 

Dr. C. OANA 
ESRI Romania, Technical Sales Director 

GEOSYSTEMS Romania 

Ms P. AZCARRAGA ESSP, Communication Officer 

Mr. P. BARRET EUROCONTROL, Navigation Expert 
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Mr. F. BORGSTRÖM Fastrax, Sales and Marketing Director 

Prof. A. GEIGER Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich 

Dr. G. ROHMER Fraunhofer IIS, Head of Department LOS 

Mr. M.  FERMI Galileian Plus, Managing Director 

Mr. M. CHERSICH Galileian Plus, Head of Research, Development and Engineering 

Mr. L. LANCIANO G&O, Administratore 

Mr. Y. ALEXANDRE GEOPOSIS 

Mr. M. JOCHEMICH German Aerospace Center, Bonn 

Prof. C. GUNTHER German Aerospace Center, Director 

Mr. P.S. BHATIA GRACE (Nottingham), General Manager 

Dipl. Wirtsch.-Ing.   
R.  SCHNEIDER 

Hamburg-Consult, Department Director 

Mr. H. MATHIS 
HSR University of Applied Sciences, Head of Institute for Communication 
Systems (ICOM) 
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Mr.  M. PONTHIEU IDELUX, Responsable Spatial et Hautes Technologies 

Dr. G. HEINRICHS IFEN, Head of Customer Applications 

Ph.D. J. JANSG Immobilier Central Europe, CEO 

Prof. W. OCHIENG Imperial College London, Professor 

Dr. F. ROMANO INFN, Director 

Mr. H.. EULER inPosition, Managing Director 

Mr. A MASSON INSITEO, Founder and CEO 

Mr O. FOURURE Institut Supérieur de l’Aéronautique et de l’Espace 

Mr. N. SAMAMA Institut Telecom, Researcher 

Dr. Ing. B. EISSFELLER Institute of Geodesy and Navigation, Faculty of Aerospace Engineering, 
University of the federal Armed Forces, Munich, Germany 

Dr. I. COLOMINA Institute of Geomatics, Director 

Mr. M. BECKER Institute of Physical Geodesy 
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Mr. P. MULASSANO ISMB, Head of the Satellite Navigation Laboratory 

Mrs. G. POVERO ISMB, Senior Researcher 

Mr. M. ALLAIN KANNAD, R&D Manager 

Mr. F. PEYRET 
LCPC (French Public Works Research Laboratory), Research Director,  
Head of Image processing and geopositioning team 

Mr. P. RODGERS London Bicycle Company, Director 

Mr. T. LINDGREN Lulea University of Technology, Assistant Professor 

Dr. D. M. AKOS Lulea University of Technology, Associate Professor 

Mr. M. POLLINA M3 Systems, Directeur General 

Mr. S. DREHER NAVTEQ, Business Development Manager 

Mr. K. A. AARMO Norsk Romsenter, Oslo , Senior Adviser, Navigation 

Dr K. MOLDEKLEV Norsk Romsenter, Oslo, Senior Adviser 

Prof. B. FORSSELL Norwegian University of Science and Technology 
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Prof. V. ASHKENASI Nottingham Scientific Ltd, Chief Executive 

Dipl. Ing. G. KASTIES OECON, Managing Director 

Mr. C. CARLE POLESTAR, CEO 

Prof. F. DOVIS Politecnico di Torino 

Mr. F. BRUNETEAU PTOLEMUS, Managing Director 

Mr. C. GREEN Quartzlock, CEO 

Dr O. KERSTJENS SISTRON, Director 

Mr. Tim THORNTON  Smartcom Software Ltd, Managing Director 

Prof. J. B. ZIELINSKI Space Research Centre, Polish Academy of Sciences 

Mr. H. HURSKAINEN Tampere University of Technology, Senior Researcher 

Mr. J.  RAASAKKA, Tampere University of Technology, Researcher 

    Mr. S. P MERTIKAS.  Technical University of Crete, Professor & Director 
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Prof. G. LEON Technical University of Madrid 

Prof.Dr.-Ing.T. 
WUNDERLICH 

Technische Universitate, Munchen, Chair of Geodesy 

Prof. Dr. B.   
HOFMANN-
WELLENHOF 

TeleConsult Austria GmbH, Manager 

Institute of Navigation & Satellite Geodesy of the Graz University  
of Technology, Head 

Mr. J. SEYBOLD 
TeleConsult Austria GmbH, Managing Partner & COO 

 

Mr. J. A. JIMENEZ TELEFONICA, Project Manager 

Mr. K. HANIOTIS TeleNAVis HELLAS, Chairman and Managing Director 

Mr. J.C. DARDELET  Thales Alenia Space, Vice President Institutional Affairs 

Mr. G. GALATI Tor Vergata University Roma, Italy , Full Professor 

Prof Dr D. SHORROCK Transport Telematics, Consultant 

Mr. A. JOHNSON 
University of Cambridge, UK, Senior Lecturer /Head of Surveying, Department 
of Engineering 

Prof. Dr.-Ing.   
J. THIELECKE 

University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, Lehrstuhl für Informationstechnik 

Prof. J. BALODIS University of Latvia 
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Prof. Dr. Ir.  E. VAN LIL University of Leuven, Belgium 

Dr. Ing. S. ZAMMIT University of Malta 

Prof. Dr. C. LINNHOFF-
POPIEN 

University of München, Germany 

Prof. T. MOORE University of Nottingham, UK 

Dr. S. CELLMER University of Warmia and Mazury, Poland 

Mr. P. TOOR VERIPOS, Research & Development Manager 

Mr. D. KARADIMAS Vision Business Consultants, Managing Director 

Mr. B. BUSZKE Wasat Sp. z o.o., Managing Director 

 


